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Pediatric Readiness in the Emergency Department

• Published  simultaneously in:
• Pediatrics
• Annals of Emergency Medicine
• Journal of Emergency Nursing

• To cite: Remick K, Gausche-Hill M, Joseph MM, et al; AMERICAN ACADEMY OF 

PEDIATRICS Committee on Pediatric Emergency Medicine and Section on Surgery, 

AMERICAN COLLEGE OF EMERGENCY PHYSICIANS Pediatric Emergency Medicine 

Committee, EMERGENCY NURSES ASSOCIATION Pediatric Committee. Pediatric 

Readiness in the Emergency Department. Pediatrics. 2018;142(5):e20182459



Pediatric Readiness in the Emergency Department – Key Findings

• National data reveal that states that have a recognition and/or verification system have 
readiness scores that are an average of 10 pts. Higher than those states that do not.

• Hospitals that have been recognized scored, on average, 22 pts. higher than those that 
had not been recognized as pediatric ready by their states.

• Facilities in states with recognition program had improved timeliness of the management 
of pain for fractures and decreased exposure to radiation use.

• Teams of health care providers who practiced in EDs with higher peds ready scores 
performed better in a standardized simulation of the care of children with sepsis.

• A statewide program in Arizona to improve pediatric readiness of EDs had been 
associated with a decreased pediatric mortality rate after participation in a verification 
process based on compliance with published guidelines. Led to higher reimbursement 
rates.



Pediatric Readiness in the Emergency Department –

• PECC roles more clearly defined

• Recommendations for pediatric competency and professional performance 
evaluations

• Pediatric emergency care metrics have been identified and should be strongly 
considered for inclusion in the overall QI plan. 

• Evidence-based clinical pathways, order sets, or decision support should be 
available to providers in real time.



Pediatric Readiness in the Emergency Department -
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Scoring Based on the JPS: 
Pediatric Readiness in the ED

• Items are weighted

• Total of 100 points

• Not all items are scored

• Adjusted for updated 
guidelines

• Previous survey (descending 
order by point value)

• PEC Coordinators 

• Competencies and 
Quality Improvement

• Weigh in KGS

• Policies

• Equipment



KY and the 2013 NPRP

Kentucky’s Response Rate 98.1% 
(103 out of 105 hospitals)

Kentucky’s avg. score 66

National avg. score 69





IS YOUR EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT PEDSREADY?

Visit PedsReady.org



TO:

In 2013-14, PedsReady data was collected from more 
than 80% of national Emergency Departments – over 
4,000 EDs. This data has been instrumental helping to 
understand the state of emergency care of children, the 
available resources to emergency departments, and has 
led to multiple research projects.

Next year, we will again be asking you to participate in 
this crucial initiative, and it is important that this 
information reaches the appropriate staff at your 
facility. It might be helpful to save 
pedsready@hsc.utah.edu in your email contacts and 
“like” the PedsReady Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/PedsReady/ to stay 
updated on the assessment’s latest news.

Please let me know if you need to update or correct 
contact information for your ED Nursing 
Director/Manager and your Pediatric Emergency Care 
Coordinators. You can send an email or use this link: 
http://tiny.cc/KYEMSC-EDINFO

Morgan Scaggs
KYEMSC Project Director
859-256-3583
morgan.scaggs@kctcs.edu

mailto:pedsready@hsc.utah.edu
https://www.facebook.com/PedsReady/
http://tiny.cc/KYEMSC-EDINFO
mailto:morgan.scaggs@kctcs.edu
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Readiness



Become a Recognized
Pediatric Ready Emergency Department



The KY Pediatric Emergency Care Coalition

KPECC Steering Committee
• KYEMSC
• KY ACEP
• KY AAP
• KY ENA
• KyHA
• KY TAC
• Pediatric Subject Matter Experts

KPECC Membership 
• A work in progress
• Open to all hospitals and partner organizations 
• Interested in improving emergency care for children



Updating Criteria 



Duplicating Effort

• Added workload

• Repetition - only identified one significant  
difference

• Potential for error or confusion

• One standard as a common goal 

• Will still have the ability to modify criteria



Pediatric Readiness in the ED Checklist



The “guidelines” are the criteria 
every hospital should meet to be 
pediatric ready.

Use the guidelines and 
checklist to determine areas 
for improvement.

Make improvements and 
reasonable modifications 
where necessary.

Consult with KYEMSC for assistance and 
additional guidance as needed.



Modifications

• Facilities with significant barriers in identifying 
a Physician Pediatric Emergency Care 
Coordinator, will still be considered for 
recognition.

• Explanation for modifications 
• Example: a rarely used medication not kept in the 

ED but available 24/7 from pharmacy with 
designated personnel or process to gain access in 
a timely manner

• Ongoing evaluation of application and PRQ for 
needed changes

• May attach an addendum or written explanation



KYEMSC/KPECC
Pediatric Emergency Care Recognition Program

Documents
• PEC Recognition Program Overview
• 2018 JPS Pediatric Readiness in the ED
• Supplemental Data – Equipment List
• Pediatric Readiness in the ED Checklist
• KY Peds Ready Site Visit Purpose and Agenda
• Application PEC Recognition Program
• Pre-Review Questionnaire (PRQ)

https://kbems.kctcs.edu/emsc/kpecc/index.aspx

https://kbems.kctcs.edu/emsc/kpecc/index.aspx


2018 Recognized 
Pediatric Ready Emergency 

Departments

• Norton Children’s Hospital

• UK Healthcare Kentucky Children’s Hospital, The Makenna David 
Pediatric Emergency Department

• St. Claire Healthcare



2019 Recognized 
Pediatric Ready Emergency Departments



Morgan Scaggs

KYEMSC Project Director, KBEMS

morgan.scaggs@kctcs.edu

859-256-3583

mailto:Morgan.Scaggs@kctcs.edu

