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EMS - Chances of Treating a CHILD:

8 in 100 patients are children (ages 0 – 18, all causes)
From the 2012 NEMSIS Database - http://www.nemsis.org/reportingTools/reports/nationalReports/createAReport.html
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Low Exposure 
to Pediatric 
Patients

• Very low percentage of calls
• Highly variable
• Low acuity
• Unique physical and developmental vulnerabilities

• Infrequency and need for care that is atypical 
compared to the adult patient means that pediatric 
specific skills and knowledge does not become “hard 
wired” or part of muscle memory

• Lack of confidence
• Perception of high risk, negative outcomes
• Limited educational opportunities
• Limited prehospital research



Different 
(inter-
connected) 
Programs

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/














Performance Measure 02

Agencies with a PECC →

Higher pediatric 
readiness scores

Greater compliance with 
national guidelines

More likely to have 
important policies in 
place and a quality 
improvement plan that 
addressed the needs of 
children 



Performance Measure 02

A Prehospital PECC
Does not need to be a full-time 
position

Personnel already in place, 
member of agency, familiar with 
day-to-day operations and 
agency needs

Paramedics (or EMTs) with the 
interest, knowledge, and skills 
necessary to deliver care to 
children

Education/training experience 
and credentials a plus but not 
required



Performance Measure 03

PEDIATRIC TRAINING
Pediatric EMS encounters are 
often rare so there is little 
chance for providers to practice
the needed skills in the field. 

Studies have shown that 
specific clinical skills, of EMS
providers, deteriorate over
time when they are not
practiced regularly in a 
training setting or actual 
patient encounter.1

1Lammers, R. L., et al. (2009). Simulation-based 
assessment of paramedic pediatric resuscitation 
skills. Prehospital Emergency Care, 13(3), 345–356 
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Performance Measure 03

Skill Checking Methods
Performance of skills 
on actual patients
CE courses (PALS, 
PEPP, etc)
Simulation
Case scenarios
Skill stations
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Performance Measure 03

Hilary A. Hewes, Michael Ely, Rachel Richards, Manish I. Shah, Stephanie
Busch, Diane Pilkey, Katherine Dixon Hert & Lenora M. Olson (2018): Ready for Children:
Assessing Pediatric Care Coordination and Psychomotor Skills Evaluation in the Prehospital
Setting, Prehospital Emergency Care, DOI: 10.1080/10903127.2018.1542472

PECC = Pediatric Emergency Care Coordinator



Get recognized for your 
commitment to improving 
pediatric emergency care!



The Pediatric Voluntary EMS 
Recognition Program
• Establish criteria beyond 

regulatory requirements

• Equipment*

• Education

• Safe transport

• PECC

• Community engagement

• Accepting initial 
applications now

• https://kbems.kctcs.edu/e
msc/untitled.aspx

https://kbems.kctcs.edu/emsc/untitled.aspx


2020 Program Awardees
AMR Owensboro-Daviess County
Ballard County EMS
Baptist Health Louisville EMS
Bath County EMS
Buechel Fire Protection District
Burlington Fire Protection District
City of Pikeville Fire and EMS
Georgetown Scott County EMS
Hebron Fire Protection District
Henry County EMS
Hopkinsville Christian County EMS
Jessamine County EMS
Kings Daughters Medical Transport
Louisville Metro EMS
Madison County EMS
Marshall County EMS
Mayfield Graves Fire Department
Montgomery County EMS
Murray Calloway County Hospital Ambulance Service
Oldham County EMS
Somerset Pulaski County EMS
St. Matthews Fire Department
The Medical Center EMS
Woodford County EMS



The PECC 
Network
• Information dissemination

• Equipment and educational 
offerings will go to identified 
PECCs first

• Regular PECC meetings (in-
person with online access) 
every other month, 2 hours, 
clinical presentations, 
instructor methodology, 
competency testing, QI, peer 
to peer sharing, etc.

• Annual EMS PECC symposium

• Regional collaboration

• Gathering and sharing 
resources







NHTSA 
document
• 5 situations

• Child is uninjured/not ill
• Ill of injured but does 

not require continuous 
monitoring or 
interventions

• Condition requires 
continuous monitoring 
and/or interventions

• Condition requires 
spinal motion 
restriction and/or lying 
flat

• Child who require 
transport as part of a 
multiple patient 
transport

https://www.nhtsa.gov/
staticfiles/nti/pdf/81167
7.pdf

https://www.nhtsa.gov/staticfiles/nti/pdf/811677.pdf


NASEMSO Interim Guidance

• Agencies should have 
specific policies and 
procedures

• Methods of training, 
initial and ongoing

• Equipment designed for 
pediatric transport

• Covers the 5 situations
• Prohibits child from 

being transported 
unrestrained

• Securing equipment
• Appropriate equipment for 

children 5 – 99 lbs.
https://kbems.kctcs.edu/emsc
/untitled.aspx

https://kbems.kctcs.edu/emsc/untitled.aspx


NASEMSO: Safe 
Transport Committee
Pediatric Transport 
Products for Ground 
Ambulances

https://nasemso.org/wp-content/uploads/Pediatric-
Transport-Products-for-Ground-Ambulances-v2.1.pdf

https://nasemso.org/wp-content/uploads/Pediatric-Transport-Products-for-Ground-Ambulances-v2.1.pdf
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